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Hi Everyone,  
 
This is the time of year when we ask for nominations/
suggestions for running the Concours for the following year 
(2011).  Make your area famous by putting up your hand to 
take on this very valuable task of helping us run the National 
Meeting.  Looking forward to being flooded with nominations. 
 
While thumbing through old issues of that great motoring publication Australian 
Restored Cars I came across an article written by one Fred Berry, Motor-
ing Journalist, in the 1930s.  Here are some interesting snippets for your perus-
al…. 
 

“Motoring for Women in the mid 1930s 
 
Not so many years ago the sight of a woman at the wheel of an approaching 
car was good and sufficient reason for an experienced motorist to pull towards 
the gutter with the greatest possible despatch.  While this procedure may even 
now be wise on occasions, yet it must be admitted that a woman at the wheel 
has definitely and permanently established herself in the motoring world.  
Whether women are or are not as good or better drivers than men, is a conten-
tious matter.   
 
Be as this may, women drivers must surely realise that the courtesies that they 
are used to and justly entitled to receive in our ordinary social existence are not 
in anything like the same measure due to her when she is motoring.  Courte-
sies of the road are due and should be given by motorists to another irrespec-
tive of sex but it must not be forgotten that motoring to be safe must be con-
ducted with certain hard and fast traffic regulations so that the winsome smile 
and a glad eye while inherently dangerous at any time will possibly land both 
parties into trouble if the misguided male falls for it at the wrong time.  To be 
practical every woman must realise that once she sets out to drive a car she 
must, as far as the rules of the road are concerned, expect no greater courtesy 
or favouritism than is usual between gentlemen drivers. 
 
Of course, when it comes to aid on the roadside the position is altered for any 
man worth his salt would go far in rendering assistance to a woman, even at 
considerable personal inconvenience when he might justly be excused for leav-
ing a mere man to his own resources. 
 
Although during the last year or two many women have achieved world wide 
fame in driving automobiles, yet it may be said that for some reason or other 
the feminine sex are not as apt pupils or correct drivers as the average man.  
This cannot possibly be set down to any difference in mental power or alertness 
and from a physical standpoint as far as operating the modern car is concerned 
there is no necessity for comparison. 
 

PRESIDENT'S  REPORT.  



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 3 APR/MAY 2010 

Many experienced motorists can with certainty detect the woman driver before 
reaching her car merely by reason of the fact that many have acquired the habit 
of driving along the centre of the road without any apparent reason.  It is quite as 
easy and very much more correct to keep reasonably to the proper side, even on 
an apparently deserted road, someone will be coming along behind. 
 
With regard to dress, it is a matter of opinion which constitutes the greater of-
fence, to be a good driver unhappily dressed, or a poor driver in smart clothes.  
Both types may be seen daily but a good driver in an attractive creation is certain-
ly to be admired by everyone.  Dressing for motoring deserves a good deal more 
thought and care than is usually supposed for one must combine attractiveness 
with usefulness and durability in order to meet with success, and further, the 
smart woman must choose her motoring attire to harmonise the interior of her car 
(I like that one….GJ). 
 
The most important point in regard to any proposed colour scheme is to secure 
the ensemble effect.  In this manner the modern tanner has made the position 
very much easier.  The lightest leathers are now dressed on the glove principle, 
being soft and pliable so that they may be gathered or tucked without any possi-
bility of stretching in wear.  Unlined leather coats are not a desirable acquisition 
but the reversible coat of leather and tweed, particularly when designed with a 
deep lined collar and a wrap over front will be found an ideal dual purpose gar-
ment.  A bright scarf should be worn with this to make it an attractive contrast.  
The selection of a suitable hat and the helmet effect drooping over the ears as 
protection should be the aimed at. 
 
Shoes are another problem and here one should be practical and wear a comfort-
able pair of low heels for otherwise a few miles drive will soon ruin an expensive 
pair by rubbing against various controls.  Either that or purchase a suitable pair of  
pullovers.” 
 
I must stress that this was written in the 1930s and is not necessarily the view of 
your President, Editor or any members of the Committee.  Phew!!!!  Girls, isn’t it 
great that things have changed, at least in some households. 
 
Best Regards, see you in Toowoomba. 
Geoff 
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Unfortunately, our entire group of wheels and wheel parts fell off the last couple 
of Sidescreens. 
 
We are not stocking the original 48 spoke wheels, as they are really on their 
limit with the extra grip provided with modern radial tyres. If you have replaced 
spokes, think safety and go for the ultimate 72 spoke (TR6) spec wheels. 
These are available off the shelf (painted). 
Just one set of 60 spoke wheels is currently in stock. 
 
We have just ordered two sets of 72 spoke chrome wire wheels. If you want to 
impress at the concourse. I suggest you place a forward order with Ray. 
Don’t forget new wheel bearings, combination felt/metal seals and new domed 
hub grease caps. We have them all! 
 
Our new order also includes one set of TR3A black side screens. It appears 
that the landed cost will be similar to the price that I paid for my car, Ouch! 
 
I am amazed at the amount of trouble and money that members outlay  
adapting second hand alternators and pulleys to their TR when the complete 
proven no hassle wide belt conversion kit is available for $193.29. Fitting only 
involves replacing the generator with the new alternator, noting that the old reg-
ulator is now just a show item. These kits use the large diameter pivot bolt up-
grade as provided by Lucas for more modern equipment. If your other  
pulleys are true they run as smooth as silk giving you 65 AMPS charge against 
22 AMPS from that old generator. 
 
As with your generator, that massive (Cummins 18 wheeler) wide belt must not 
be tightened like a modern thin car belt or you will pull the bearings out of your 
water pump and generator. Yes, that’s the usual reason for your water pump 
pulley falling off! 
 
Remember to use Loctite sealant on the generator and alternator mounting 
bolts, noting that the mounting bracket bolt holes go right through to the oil.  
Another source of chassis lubrication when the bolts fall out. 
 
Our next largest ever parts shipment should arrive around mid June with plenty 
of bling for the concourse.  

  Allan Bare 

SPARE PARTS NEWS 

Sidescreen 50  Advance Notice 
We are off on holiday from May 16 so all conTRibutions for Sidescreen 
50 need to be in earlier than usual before Sunday May 9  so there is 
time to put it all together and ensure everyone will get their Sidescreen.  
We hope for your co-operation.                                        Terry Hicks 
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COLOURFUL  
CONCOURS 2010 

 

 
Hello members, 
 
You will find four (4) pages of Concourse information covering your  
personal invitation, registration form with motel accommodation, meals, 
coach tours and details for Sunday lunch at the Jondaryan Woolshed 
and finally the post concours TT brief. The registration form is loose in 
the centre of the magazine. 
 
This information will also be available on the Register web site and all 
future issues of Sidescreen prior to the Concours. 
 
We have offered three (3) motels, listed one to three in order of distance 
from the City Golf Club function venue.  All are in Ruthven Street, Too-
woomba which is a continuation of the New England Highway  
travelling from Warwick, making them easy to find on arrival. 
 
When mailing, faxing or emailing your entry forms, please include your 
selected motel, and on all bank transfers, please include your vehicle 
registration number or your name so we can identify your transaction. 
 
Toowoomba is a beautiful country town, easy to navigate around with 
many wonderful attractions. It doesn’t get any better!! 
 
See you all there.    

                                         John and Judy Buck 
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YOUR PERSONAL INVITATION 

 
The Queensland members of the TR Register Australia invite you to attend the 
2010 annual Concours & National Meeting at Toowoomba Qld on the weekend 
of September 10-11-12

th
 . 

 
Our team has chosen Toowoomba as the venue for the Concours because of 
easy access for our southern members, a country town atmosphere & excellent 
climate. The event will be held one week prior to the world renowned Carnival 
of Flowers, therefore Toowoomba will be a “blooming and colourful city” for our 
Concours. 

   
Registration, welcoming function, presentation dinner & National Meeting will 
be held at the Toowoomba City Golf Club, 254 South St. Toowoomba. 
All motels chosen offer under cover car accommodation. Some are within walk-
ing distance of the City Golf Club and you will need to make your own motel 
reservations. Refer attached registration information. The concours venue will 
be held in the picturesque Queens Park Gardens on the corner of Hume & 
Godsall Sts, Toowoomba. 
 
A city tour for early arrivals will be arranged for Thursday 9

th
 using your own 

transport. A two hour coach tour on Saturday 11
th
 will allow our ladies & others 

to enjoy the special sights of the garden city.  An afternoon coach tour will be 
suitable for those who cannot make the morning tour. We highly recommend 
you consider these tours. 
After the National Meeting there will be an interesting drive to the Jondaryan 
Woolshed for lunch at 12.00pm & a guided tour. Our post concours T.T. will 
commence at 2.30pm from Jondaryan for Kingaroy, enroute to Bundaberg, 
Noosa & Warwick. 

 
Please refer to the loose registration form in this magazine detailing meals for 
each evening activity, coach tours, & Sunday lunch. Remember to bring and 
wear your red register name badges. Also as this is a ‘colourful concours’, we 
ask the ladies to bring your patchwork or needle work to display with your car. 
The presentation dinner attire is 1/ Period clothing in the era of your car or 2/ 
colour of your car – this is not compulsory but please consider.  
We hope to see you all at this magnificent venue. 
PLEASE NOTE: ENTRIES CLOSE ON 9

TH
 JULY 2010. 

CONCOURS 2010    
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When registering please mention you are part of TR REGISTER group. 
 
1.VILLA NOVA MOTEL                                  PHONE NO: 07 46369200 
   CNR RUTHVEN AND SOUTH STS             WEB: www.villanovamotel.com.au 
   TOOWOOMBA 
   MANAGERS: BRUCE AND HEIDI 
2 x Double bedroom     x 4 units 
1 x Double + 2 x single x 12 units 
1 x Double bedroom      x 8 units 
From $148 (double) $180 twin share double - breakfast extra. 
CHECK IN TIME AFTER 2.00PM - ASK WHEN YOU MAKE RESERVATIONS 
Credit card no. required or one night deposit 
 
This Motel is within walking distance to City Golf Club 
 
2. CITY GOLF CLUB MOTEL         PHONE NO. 07 46369900 AFTER 7th APRIL. 
    775 RUTHVEN STREET             NO WEB AT THIS STAGE 
    TOOWOOMBA 
    MANAGERS: ALLAN & WANDA 
Please note: You may reserve your accommodation earlier by contacting Wanda 
on 0427137900 or Allan on 0427138200 for them to record your details prior to 1st 
April when bookings will be on computer 
All room types $155.00/room 
Ask about room variations 
46 rooms available - breakfast extra 
This motel is brand new!!!! 
CHECK IN TIME AFTER 2.00PM - ASK WHEN YOU MAKE RESERVATIONS. 
This motel is within reasonable walking distance to City Golf Club 
 
3.  ALLAN CUNNINGHAM MOTEL              PHONE NO.  07 46355466 
     808 RUTHVEN STREET              WEB:www.allancunninghammotel.com.au            
     TOOWOOMBA 
     MANAGERS - GARRY, KELLY, BILL 
 Double rooms available from $95 - $145 
23 rooms available - breakfast extra 
CHECK IN TIME AFTER 2.00PM - ASK WHEN  YOU MAKE RESERVATIONS. 
Credit card no. required or one night deposit. 
This is the furthest away from the City Golf Club - too far to walk. 
 
The Golf Club courtesy buses will be available for ' pick up and delivery' for 
Friday night and Saturday night functions at no extra cost from all motels. 
 

SUNDAY 12TH NATIONAL MEETING - OWN TRANSPORT ONLY. 

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS 

http://www.villanovamotel.com.au/
http://www.allancunninghammotel.com.au/
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POST CONCOURS T. T.  
SEPTEMBER 12 – 17 TH 2010 

We will depart Jondaryan at 2.30pm on Sunday 12
th
 September enroute to  

Kingaroy via the Bunya Mountains. Overnight will be at Kingaroy and we depart 
from here on the 13

th
 for the Boolboonda Tunnel west of Gin Gin and then to 

Bundaberg for 3 nights (13-14-15
th
).  

 
The tour will then take us on an interesting drive to Noosa for two nights (16

th
-

17
th
).  Our departure on 18

th
 will be via Sunshine Coast hinterland through 

Montville & Maleny for a drive overlooking the picturesque Glasshouse Moun-
tains to Esk & then to our overnight stop at Warwick.      
The tour will conclude here.  
 
It will be possible for those interested in the Carnival of Flowers (if you can ar-
range accommodation for the 18

th
 / 19

th
) to view Toowoomba again at its very 

best.  
 
Points of interest will be the Boolboonda Tunnel, The Steam Preservation Soci-
ety with a working display, Hinkler Aviation Museum, Bundaberg Rum Distillery, 
Ginger Beer Factory, & others -all of which we were unable to visit during the 
Winter T.T. June 2009.   
 
The tour will be an enjoyable, interesting drive with great Queensland hospitali-
ty, country roads and beautiful spring weather. 
Please feel free to join us. 
 

Editor’s  Report  
      The last magazine was quite late due to maintenance 
work at the printers. I did suggest that no-one would notice 
but apparently that is not true. Glad to hear that people look 
forward to their “Sidescreen”. Hopefully this one will be on 
time. 
  Beyond that we seem to receive enough articles to make a 
worthwhile magazine and I am always happy to put aside my 
contribution for someone else’s.  
    We have already started to prepare the next one early be-
cause we will be leaving for Europe mid May.  
    Re the cover image. LOOK hard at it and then READ the bottom of page 
ONE. 
I was an art teacher for many years. The words are DRAWING and HYPER
-REALISM: not PHOTOGRAPH.                        
Regards 
                                                                                                         Terry 
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When did you get your first TR and what influenced you to buy one? 
 
1995 was the year and I’d already been looking for 2 years. I had always want-
ed one since I saw the Australian Grand Prix at Southport back in the 
fifties. This little white TR2 came second to Stan Jones in his Maybach.  So, it 
was always in the back of my mind. We found our car down in a garage in 
Berowra covered in building materials – it hadn’t been used for ages. The seller 
also had half a TR in a paddock so I bought that too and donated it to the  
Register along with a bunch of spares. The TR was rust free and the body was 
straight so I restored it mechanically over about 2 years. She is affectionately 
known as The Ballerina and she hasn’t let me down since. 
 
You moved to Grafton NSW early in your married life.  What was your in-
volvement in the motoring scene during those years? 
 
Marcie and I opened an electrical business in Grafton in 1955. I’d always had 
an interest in motor sport and, along with some other young enthusiasts, we 
formed the Grafton Sporting Car Club. There were about 20 cars: a couple of 
MGs, a Healey, hot Holdens, that kind of thing. I was the first president and the 
club is still going today. We had hill climbs, rallies, and we entered in the  
famous Round Australia Trials that were all the rage. A couple of us bought a 
1939 Ford V8 and entered in the Redex Trial and later in 1956 we ran in the 
Ampol Trial and won our class in a team with Gelignite Jack Murray and Jack 
Davey the radio star. We ran half the Ampol with no brakes – amazing but true. 
Later I bought a Fiat 1100 TV (Turismo Velocity) a hot performer which I raced 
at Strathpine and Lowood up until 1958. It was a great little car. 
 
You speak fondly of the Morgan you owned in the 1950s. What model was 
it and do you know its whereabouts today? 
 
It was a 1943 MX4 3 wheeler with an AJS motor – a wreck bought in Brisbane 
for 75 pounds. We restored it and competed in standing quarter miles. I think I 
sold it in the late ‘50s to the president of the Morgan Car Club. He has it to this 
day garaged in Epping NSW. I’m fond of Morgans because they are  
mechanically fascinating, still made today and they go really well. 
 
In later years you added a TR6 to the stable. How did you choose between 
the “6” and the “3A” when you decided to downsize? 
 
I liked the creature comforts of the 6 and Marcie also appreciated it for touring 
but the mechanical complexity meant it was less of a roadside easy-fix  
compared to the 3A. In the end that made the difference. 
You and Marcie are an enduring team. What is your best TR memory  

PERSONAL PROFILE -  
MERV COLLENS            1960 TR3A 



 

Journal of the TR Register Australia 10 FEB/MAR 2010 

together? 
 
Two tours stand out: the first Tasmanian Tour and the Lightning Ridge Tour. 
We took the 6 to Tassie and the Ballerina  to Lightning Ridge. Touring is what 
we enjoy; we like to spend time socialising with our Register friends over  
several days and touring gives you that special bond. 
 
Any TR memories you’d rather forget? 
 
The fuel pump going on the 6 on the way to Temora NSW. I had a spare as 
luck would have it as they are impossible to fix on the road. 
 
Your life in business has been long and exciting.  What businesses have 
you run and which do you consider was the most challenging? 
 
Oh boy! The most challenging was Macquarie Textiles. 600+ employees, losing 
money hand over fist but we turned it around. The best fun was starting  
Marshall Batteries with two other enthusiastic colleagues. At the time the big 
brands had the city tied up so we built the brand up in the country then  
captured the city market with the slogan “Holler for a Marshall”. I later  
developed a business as a “fixer” of sick companies. I consulted to 28 different 
companies and saved all but two. They were all Australian companies and I 
was determined to save them as I am committed to Australian manufacturing.  
I can’t think of anything more exciting. You are challenged and you are  
measured on what you achieve. 
 
Your powder blue TR3A has never been through a full restoration but is 
mechanically strong. What has been your philosophy with this car? 
 
Just enjoy it, don’t wait for things to fail. All TRs have noises. Recognise the 
good noises as distinct from the bad and 
attend to the bad immediately. TRs are 
about getting out and using them. Ours 
has never been unregistered and carries 
its original plates. There is nothing we 
love more than driving the old car. 
 

 
Interviewed by: Neil Tribe 

      
.   

Marcie and Merv         July 97 
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About 20 hardy souls in 10 or 11 cars braved a perfect Sydney afternoon for 
our recent Fish'n'Chips run. A great turnout & most everyone had a good time 
even if a few cars needed the odd bit of fettling.    
 
We took in a short visit to the Ba'hai Temple near Tumble-down Dick  followed 
by a pleasant run through the hinterland to Cottage Point .Coffee was just too 
hard to organise because of the Scotland Island parking problem....On to Mona 
Vale & thus to the beach area clutching the chiff&fips. Being an exMex, I intro-
duced the Northerners to the old Victorian Delight of Pickled Onions with the 
repast & think I scored a few converts. 

 
 A few people have subsequently mentioned that the run home after dark was, 
in fact, the best part of the whole thing. The cars ran beautifully in the cool of 
the evening, the traffic was virtually non-existent & with the breezes blowing 
through the mostly (also) non-existent hair of (most of) the drivers, God was in 
Her Heaven & we were there too. Thanks to all that came along....Makes it 
worth while. 
  
The Website will, in future, be kept much more up-to-date regarding NSW 
events &, it is suggested, you refer to same regularly. Especially if you are  
looking to take a Concessionally Registered car for a run. Any event that is 
listed on the Events Page is eligible even if you have never heard of the Club 
that is the Organiser. You will be made welcome if you introduce yourself: You 
can also just do the run as your own thing if you wish. Good idea to take a Print
-out along with you just in case you run into a particularly officious Gendarme. 
  
We hope that a good number of you will attend the Bathurst FOSC meeting 
over Easter. The events following on from same (Monday/Tuesday) will feature 
several of the Register Stalwarts (Does that have 2xl's?) competing on the Mt. 
Panorama Circuit.----A good vantage spot should be at the end of Conrod 
Straight-----Fortune favours the brave (& those that have disc brakes.)  
Camping should still be available should that be your go. 
 

mal munro. 
 

NSW REPORT 

Sidescreen 50  Advance Notice 
We are off on holiday from May 16 so all conTRibutions for Side-
screen 50 need to be in earlier than usual before Sunday May 9  so 
there is time to put it all together and ensure everyone will get their 
Sidescreen.  
We hope for your co-operation.                                        Terry Hicks 
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THINGS TO GET INTO… 
 
APRIL 
 
Wed 7  GEAR Meeting Wakefield Park 
 
Sun.11   Picnic Run to Wisemans Ferry. A reprise of the recent run with a dif-
ferent route .Hopefully the rain that pelted us last time will stay away. Meet at 
the old Tollgates on the Pacific Highway at Berowra at 10 AM for a 10.15  
departure. Bring a Picnic & a smile. 
 
Sun.18.  GM.Display Day. Penrith Panthers. Mulgoa Rd. 
 
Sun.18.STEAMFEST.Maitland Park. MAITLAND.A great day out. Talk to Bill 
Revill if you  want to meet up with the Hunter Region Register Guys.  
Mob: 412191356  
        
Sat 24. Visit & Bar-B-Que to BARECO. Have a great day browsing the Register 
New Parts Wonderland. Bring your Chequebook/C.Card.   
32 Williamson Rd Ingleburn. 
Take the F5(Hume Highway/F.way) From Sydney...Continuation of the F7.First 
main Exit is Ingleburn Industrial Estate. Turn Right at Roundabout & You're vir-
tually there. From Midday. 
 
Wed 28 TSOA Coffee and Cake  Planet Earth Windsor Road Vineyard 11am 
MAY 
Tues 18 National Committee Meeting 
 
Wed.Thur.19/20.  Wednesday Warriors Run to Sussex Inlet. Talk to Gary Johns 
if you think you can make it. Accommodation has been organised for attendees 
but there may be dropouts. 
 
Wed 26  TSOA Coff ee and Cake Geranium Cottage Nursery and Café 828  
Old Northern Road Dural 11am 
                 
CHECK THE WEBSITE UNDER NSW EVENTS FOR LATEST INFO.  
 
 The Register is what YOU make it.  
Come along to SOMETHING this year. 
You WILL enjoy. 

       Best Regards        
mal munro 

NSW EVENTS & CALENDAR. 
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TASMANIAN REPORT 
All British Day  
Saturday 20

th
 February 2010 

 
The All British Day display was hosted by the Jaguar Car Club Tasmania as 
part of their annual Concours and Rally and was held at Royal Park, Launces-
ton in warm and sunny conditions. It is an ideal location for holding a concours 
being situated on the banks at the head of the Tamar River. Behind the park is 
a tiered concrete levee about 5 metres high which forms part of the local flood 
protection scheme. Good views of the river over to the Cataract Gorge bridge 
where the gorge enters the river are to be had. The park is  
located less than 10 minutes walking to the centre of the city. 
 
Jaguar numbers were estimated at around 46 with many models being repre-
sented. Some absent models included Mk.IV and Mk.V  while there was only 
one XK model present, being a very desirable XK150S Coupe finished in grey. 
 
A similar number to the Jaguars made up the other British cars on display. The 
Triumph marque was well represented by 11 cars. John Baker, John Kay and 
David Pearce displayed their TR3As whilst Peter Cousins made an early morn-
ing dash from Hobart to show the TR3. Making up the Triumph numbers were 5 
Stags; local numbers have been increasing of late, a Herald Convertible and a 
Mk.3 Spitfire. 
 
Of all the cars in the All British Display the standout was a 1935 Riley Imp 
sportscar in red. Several MGs were present with models from TF to RV8 on 
show. About six Rolls-Royce were there between 60 to around 25 years old. An 
Aston Martin Vantage was seen along with a Lotus Esprit and an early Elan 
coupe. A Sunbeam Talbot 90 reminded me of an 80 that I once took for a test 
drive. There was quite a sprinkling of the usual run of the mill makes, Morris, 
Mini, Rover and Rootes Group – Hillman Husky and Singer Gazelle.  
 
With Peter staying the night we and partners took the opportunity to dine out on 
the Saturday night. 
 
Coming Events  
Tuesday 27th April to Sunday 2nd May            Targa Tasmania 2010 
John Kay is again competing in the Touring Event with regular co-driver Jerry 
Holder. This year they have entered John’s green TR3A. We wish them well. 
 
Sunday 16

th
 May Picnic at Ross  Hosted by the Post Vintage Car Club. 

 
On the restoration scene, Chris Wisbey is making progress with the chassis, 
radiator, motor and gearbox / overdrive due to meet again. Chris was recently 
in the north on a parts hunt. We had recently become custodians of some  
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spares courtesy of one of the previous owners of Chris’ car; the upshot  being  
that the original main bearing caps have now been re-united with the original 
block after 35 years! 
 
Peter Cousins is continuing to put the TR3 about. It made an appearance in the 
RACT Motor News recently being photographed at a local high school in con-
nection with a driver education programme. He told me that he had recently  
participated in a car show at boganville  against his better judgment. “ Never 
again, I broke my golden rule, Not past Creek Road” . ( about 4 kms from Ho-
bart GPO) “ Gee Pete were you worried about those Rottweillers eyeing off 
your lovely lambswool seat covers?” I asked. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRs at All British Display at JCCT  
Concours and Rally  

David Pearce 
Tasmanian  

Co-ordinator 

         

April 18
th

 Steamfest Maitland Park 
 
May 2

nd
 Eurofest Lambton park, 

 
May 23

rd
 The Famous Mike Leonard 

Tulip Run  Details to follow 
 
May  

Wings and Wheels Mudgee 
 
June  
Mid Winter Wander to the vine-
yards 
 
Contact Bill Revill  
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Queensland Report 

Welcome to the first newsletter in the AB (after Buck) period. There’s an old 
showbiz saying “that’s a hard act to follow” and I can’t think of anything more 
appropriate for this occasion. John and Judy have put in an enormous amount 
of hard work, enthusiasm and dedication for over a decade that has seen the 
TR Register in Queensland grow to its’ current level of activity and active mem-
bers.  
 
I know John’ greatest thrill was to see the number of cars that have been put 
back on the road and are bringing pleasure not only to their owners but to the 
many other road users who have a fondness for our cars.  
Once again John and Judy, thank you both very much for everything you have 
done to ensure the success of The TR Register in Queensland.  

 
Lots of rain in the Sunshine State, on our last outing we were even warned to 
look out for “Sue Narmi”; we drove along the beachfront on the Gold Coast but 
didn’t see her anywhere. 
 
Our monthly drive was taking us to Fingal to see the Rob and Judith Bradford’s 
TR3A restoration which is nearing the end. 
 
Even though the rain threatened all day we only had to endure about 15 
minutes of steady rain as we left the coffee stop. We enjoyed coffee at the Gold 
Coast Marine Precinct, quite an eye opener for the first time visitor. There are 
certainly some expensive “toys” there.  
 
It was good to see Pam and Colin Cuffe and Pam and Greg Carroll join us for 
the run as we haven’t seen them for some time. Ballina member Mark Prowse 
and his son Adam took Mark’s immaculate MK 11Jaguar for a run up to Fingal 
and what a magnificent vehicle it is. I noticed many TR pilots casting a fond eye 
of its’ classic lines. Mark has a TR3A that he is rebuilding after dragging it out of 
the shed it had been residing in for the last 14 years. They’re still out there just 
waiting to be discovered.  
 
Our run south took us through the heart of the Gold Coast, not the most exhila-
rating drive but it was interesting to see the crowds looking out to sea for the 
tsunami. I’m not sure what would have happened to us all if one arrived but luck 
was on our side and we made it through unscathed. 
The object of the visit, the Bradford 3A, however was not ignored and much 
discussion took place about Rob’s very detailed plans to perfect the front end 
setup. The body is painted and ready for the lift on to the chassis. Rob may be 
calling for a few volunteers to help with the lift soon. Overall a very professional 
restoration underway and all credit to Rob for tackling most of the work himself 
including the painting. Toowoomba in September is the goal and I reckon it can 
be done.  
While Rob gets all praise for the car Jude can’t be praised too highly for the 
magnificent afternoon tea that she created; it was like high tea at The Savoy. 
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Thanks very much to Robert and Judith for hosting the day, everyone who at-
tended thoroughly enjoyed it. Attendance was excellent; we had 7 TRs and an 
assortment of daily drivers. 
 
The March run is to the Brisbane Tram Museum for a picnic lunch after a run 
around the hills behind Samford. 
 
This is the last year that the Macleans Bridge gathering of marque and sports 
cars will take place in its’ current location, 2011 will see it relocate to a new and 
exciting venue (I’m sworn to secrecy) and a change of date away from Mother’s 
Day. 
It would be great to see a big Sidescreen roll up so mark your diaries for this 
one, Sunday May 9th. More details in the local newsletter in April but if anyone 
from interstate is in SE Queensland that day it is well worth a visit. See the  
details at www.macleansbridge.com  
 
Those in northern NSW be prepared for the annual May invasion from the  
Banana Benders as we enjoy the Labour Day long weekend in and around 
Yamba. Anyone interested in joining in give me a call or email, my details are 
on the back page. 
 
Don’t forget the Concours in September. 
Bob Watters 
 

 
 

Why men shouldn’t write advice columns 
Dear John 
I hope you can help me. The other day I set off for work, leaving my husband in the house watching 
TV. My car stalled and then it broke down about a mile down the road, and I had to walk back to 
get my husband’s help. When I got home, I couldn’t believe my eyes. He was in our bedroom with 
the neighbour’s daughter! 
I am 32 and my husband is 34 and the neighbour’s daughter is 19. We have been married for 10 
years. When I confronted him, he broke down and admitted they had been having an affair for the 
past 6 months. He won’t go to counselling, and I am afraid I am a wreck and need advice urgently. 
Can you please help? 
Sincerely, Sheila 
 
Dear Sheila, 
The car stalling after having been driven a short distance can be caused by a variety of faults with 
the engine. Start by checking that there is no debris in the fuel line. If it is clear, check the vacuum 
pipes and hoses on the intake manifold and also check all grounding wires. If none of these ap-
proaches solves the problem, it could be that the fuel pump itself is faulty, causing low delivery 
pressure to the injectors. 
I hope this helps,  
John 

Forwarded by Steve Sanderson, Gilbert, S.C. 
(Thanks to Bob Watters) 

http://www.macleansbridge.com
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Victorian Report 

As I indicated in the meeting in February I will be standing down as co-ordinator 
for Victoria in the next few months. After 8 plus years it is time for a change and 
new direction at the helm. If any members are interested in taking over and 
would like more information, please contact me. 
The weather down here in Melbourne caused us to cancel the last event, the 
hail the day before and severe warnings for that day left us with little choice, we 
will reorganise the run to Hume & Hovell. The flooding and bad weather has 
now all cleared and hopefully a fine autumn will encourage the use of the TR. 
  The return trip from Castlemaine was accompanied by occasional whiff of pet-
rol, upon starting the car the next weekend a trail of fluid was following me. In-
vestigation led to a leaking diaphragm in the petrol pump and about 2+ litres of 
petrol in the sump. An oil and filter change have the car running with no appar-
ent issues through running with diluted oil for a 100 km or so. As has been 
mentioned before, the service from Bare & co for the necessary parts was ex-
emplary, this is a service we are very lucky to have available to us. 
  The next event the Valley Farm picnic has been cancelled due to Viv having 
an extended caravan trip. We have replaced this with an early lunch at Linton 
Nursery at Mount Eliza. 
 
PAST EVENTS 
  The last breakfast run was to Berwick and had up to 30 people congregating 
at the café. Some had spent an amount of time getting lost in the Dandenongs 
before arriving at the location due to traffic lights and traffic splitting up the con-
voy. However it was a nice morning and the hills were as usual a delight to 
drive through, John and Leonie had done a great job on the event if only TR 
drivers could read maps. This did mean that some of the members arrived 
nearly as late as Roger and Janette for breakfast. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next event 
was the AOMC 
event at Flem-
ington which 

    TRs at the AOMC event at Flemington 
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combined with the TSOA 50
th
 birthday concours. TSOA had requested as many 

of the original type of cars being sidescreen cars as possible for the event and 
although cool and cloudy, we had 14 cars in the class. The TR’s were the cars 
that started the TSOA events and were instrumental in building up the club. The 
winner of the best TR 2-3 was well deserved in Keith & Judy Browns lovely car, 
followed by Ross Mckinnon’s very smart recently completed re-build. Our under-
standing is that John Rolfe also received a road class award, again well deserved 
for an always well presented car. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FU-
TURE 
EVENTS 
Sun 21 Mar Philip Island Historics –  a great weekends racing. Run 

on Sunday meet at Bunnings, Cranbourne at 8.15am 
for 8.30 am start. 

Sun 28 Mar Melbourne F1 GP 
Fri 02-05 Apr Easter 
Wed 07 Apr Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.   
                                         Check Healey mtg or  
Sun 11 Apr Lunch at Linton Nursery, cnr Nepean Hwy and Canadi-

an Bay Rd Mt Eliza. It is not possible to book so we will 
arrive at 11.30 to ensure we get sufficient tables. Keith 
& Judy Brown will set off  from the bottom of Warrigal 
Rd at 10.30am if you wish to travel together. For Roger 
and Janette, this will be a late breakfast. 

 
Mon 26 Apr Anzac Day 
 
 

 

    TRs at the AOMC event at Flemington 
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wheel cylinders. 
Nick Nowak had been burning the mid-
night oil to complete his Model T Ute 
so it could have its debut at Wheels, 
however, I understand that it would not 
start. Disappointing, but you know what 
they say! 
 
We have a number of events coming 
up in the next couple of months:- 
 
Coffee./Breakfast morning on Saturday 
10/4/10 at National Botanic Gardens 
9.30am. 
 
Run to the Crisp Gallery, Gundagai 
side of Yass on 18/4/10 with Triumph 
Car Club. Meet at Coolamon Court at 
9am 
 
Pumpkin Festival, Collector Sunday 
2/5/10. Meet at Shell Service Station 
Federal Highway 9am. 
 
TR Register Weekday Warrior trip to 
Sussex Inlet on Wednesday 19/5/10. 
Five local cars confirmed for the trip so 
far. 
Our next gathering will be breakfast 
at the National Botanical Gardens 
on 10 April at 9.30am.   

 
 

Graham Brohan 
ACT Co-Ordinator 

 
 

Canberra Capers 

1
st
/2

nd
 May 2010 50

th
 birthday in Gippsland join the celebrations of the 

Ann Margaret car along with custodian John Mc 
29-30 May Historic Winton, may organise a run up if any interest 
Wed 09 Jun Meeting at Jag/Healy rooms 8 pm.  Rosalie Street, 

Springvale 
 
Xmas in July weekend away to Rusty Springs Avenel.                Tony Knowlson 
 

Hi everyone.  
Well we have had Australia Day festivi-
ties, our February Coffee/Breakfast 
gathering, Pikey’s 70

th
 and Wheels Day 

on the lawns in front of Old Parliament 
House since the last edition of Side-
screen. 
 
Pikey turned 70 on 19 March and the 
occasion was celebrated by a luncheon 
at his home at Medlow Bath. It was 
great to be able to be part of the mile-
stone event. We made our way back to 
Canberra and attended Wheels the 
next day. This event is the major car 
event on the calendar in Canberra 
each year. The number of Triumph ve-
hicles seems to get bigger every year! 
The local Triumph Car Club has cer-
tainly got a very social group which 
attend all events in large numbers. 
 
TR Register members at Wheels this 
year included Frank Bourke, John 
Blake, Frank Marshall, Graham Michel-
in-Jones, Mike Ford, David Thomson, 
Paul Middleton, Jack Gault and myself.  
 
Paul Middleton has his gearbox back in 
his 3a and performing as it should (with 
no oil leaks!). 
David Thomson has completed some 
rear brake refurbishments in his 3a – it 
was time to replace some jamming  
 
Nick Nowak had been burning the mid-
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PROLOGUE: 
In 1927 the first Australian Grand prix was held in Goulburn, at what was then 
the showground, and is now the racecourse. Admittedly only seven cars fronted 
the grid, the legendary ‘Phil’ Garlick having been killed at Maroubra a week ear-
lier, and Dick Clarke’s Type 39 Bugatti failing to appear, but it was promoted as 
a Grand Prix.  
Fourteen months later, Phillip Island in Victoria staged a”100 miles road race”. 
The following year, Phillip Island staged the Australian Grand Prix, and at that 
time the previous race on the island acquired Grand Prix status. that seems to 
me to be a little like a Bugeye Sprite becoming the Marl I after the Mark II has 
been released.  
The controversy surrounding when the first Australian grand prix was, not with-
standing, this was the beginning of the golden era of Australian racing, which 
was to continue until the early sixties when changes in automotive technology 
started producing very different cars. A great many of the cars of this era in-
cluding at least two from that very first race in Goulburn in 1927 are still in exist-
ence. One of which still resided in the Goulburn area until about seven years 
ago. 
 
In the late sixties and seventies Warwick Farm had what they referred to as 
vintage support races at most of their open meetings, and this was where you 
might see Bugatti, Alvis, Lagonda, ‘Q’ type MG, 30/98 Vauxhall and others. At 
Oran Park in 1972 a race was put on for Model ‘T’ bread vans. It was a farce 
and probably brought vintage cars more into ridicule than as a viable motor 
sport category. With the closure of Warwick Farm things looked bleak for the 
vintage race-car movement.  
The cloud cover lifted on Australia Day 1976, when Amaroo Park staged its first 
all Historic Race meeting, with its huge entry of vintage motorcycles and cars. 
The cars were categorised into Racing, Sports-Racing and Production Sports, 
they were further categorised into the time frames in which they had been built, 
with a cut off date of 31

st
 December 1960. This format was a success over a 

number of years, but as newer classes were added to the fold there were fewer 
races available to the older, slower cars. The owners of these now rare and 
historic cars did not want to mix it with the cut and thrust of the modern cars 
and their drivers, and once again they disappeared from the scene. 
ENTER STAGE RIGHT: GEAR 
 

GOLDEN ERA AUTO RACING CLUB Inc 
 
From its inception, when it was formed out of what had been known as The 
Country Gentleman’s car club, GEAR has set out to preserve, and see exer-
cised the older historic racing and racing sports cars. The emphasis is not so 
much on racing, than on having a good time on the track with your mates. The 
format is run along the lines of a regularity event. The idea is that you race with 
your friends, not against them, although if you stand on the spectator mound at 
Wakefield Park, and watch two or three old geezers who were sparring partners 

Golden Era of Auto Racing   
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over forty years ago, ”duking” it out in 2010, you might think the opposite was 
true, and that the “Gold Star” hung in the balance. Sadly this is not so, but there 
is a small bag of cheap lollies which doesn’t necessarily go to the winner, (ask 
the timing ladies about this) and at the end of the season we have “The Tin 
Star”. It is our only serious award, and being an accomplished comedian will 
give you a better chance of picking up that award than any driving ability you 
may have. So you see we no longer have the hassle of an open race meeting, 
and we don’t have the worry of being punted off the track by some imbecile 
who has “the red veil” over his or her eyes. 
Our current eligibility criterion is for Racing, Sports-Racing and Production 
Sports Cars up to April 1963. This date tends to be a bit nebulous, but allows 
for cars that were produced prior to the end of 1960, but continued after that 
time i.e. TR3s. MGAs, Austin Healeys to name just a few. It also allows cars 
which are ostensibly run-on models in, and a TR4 would be a classic example 
of this, being really a TR3 with wind-up windows. Our cut-off date for sedans is 
1958, and we do not allow V8s, and we discourage larger sedans. Andrew 
Pursey’s Morris Oxford is about as big as we like to see, although in the past 
we have had the occasional ”Humpy Holden”. 
Amongst the open wheel fraternity, apart from some very important historic 
cars, TSOA member Terry Harris’ Nota Din for example; we have several mem-
bers who have built up, or are building up replicas of cars that existed in the 
past. We also have people like exTSOA member Alan Higginbotham, who has 
built up a 1940s style open wheeler using Morris and Standard Ten parts. 
 
Our Classes run as follows: 
Group A: Faster Racing and Sports Racing Cars 
Group B: Faster Sports cars and Tin Tops 
Group C: Slower Racing and Sports Racing Cars 
Group D: Slower Sports cars and Tin Tops 
Group E: Newcomers. This group is primarily for participants who have never 
turned a wheel on the track before, or those of limited experience, or even 
those who merely want to “tour’ around on the day. 
 
Each group gets three events on the day, and these are usually: 
Event One, Warwick Farm Remembered; 8 laps, cars start progressively in 
rows of two from the grid. Winner is the car which crosses the line in a position 
secretly nominated by the organisers prior to the event. so you being the fastest 
car won’t necessarily get you the lollies. 
Event Two, Catalina Capers; 5 laps. Here drivers nominate a lap time: once 
again cars start progressively from the grid in rows of two. Each car is timed on 
only one random lap. Closest to nominated time being the winner. 
Event Three, Amaroo Park Alive; more than five but less than fifteen minutes. A 
rolling start for this one. A board held at the start line indicating race time. First 
car across the line after the elapsed time declared the winner. 
At the end of the meeting we have the really serious business of having a BBQ, 
sinking a couple of lights, and telling the most enormous whoppers imaginable. 
We have six of these meetings a year, normally on the first Wednesday of the 
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even months. 
In addition to the six normal GEAR meetings, we also run an event known as 
the Goulburn Bowl. This event commemorates the running of the GP at Goul-
burn. It is run on the Monday closest to Australia Day and is again run as a reg-
ularity trial. Competitors nominate a set number of laps they will do in an hour. 
Points are deducted for too many or too few. One or two mandatory pit stops 
are usually included in the hour. In conjunction with the Goulburn Bowl, and run 
simultaneously, is an event that has been lately resurrected called the Bol 
d’OR. This event was run for many years at Catalina Park, and is for cars that 
would have run 
in the very early AGPs. Austin 7, Amilcar and the like.  
Anybody, even modernists are more than welcome to come along and spec-
tate, lend a hand, or just soak up the nostalgia. We want everyone to know that 
our beloved cars are not just museum pieces, or dusty relics of the past, but 
living, breathing sports machines. 

 
 Roger Gates 

 
After a number of occasions when I forgot to cancel the indicators after overtak-
ing or setting off, I decided to try and improve the daylight visibility and audibility 
of the trafficator, set into the speedo of the TR250.  

 
A high brightness white 
light LED should solve 
the comparatively dim 

Printed from Tread 
Triumph Sports Owners Association  March 2010 

Early open-wheeled TRIUMPH, Jackson Hole Wyoming USA 
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A Cross plied TR?  
  I was recently reading one of my English Classic Car magazines and the long 
term owner of a Jaguar XK120 remarked; “It was a better car on cross plies”. 
He then went on to explain that the steering was lighter, the ride softer, was 
quieter, the breakaway more progressive and controllable. On the down side, 
the tyres did not last as long and ultimately did not corner as quickly. 
 
  Now as we all know TRs were originally fitted with 5.50-15 cross plies with 
some fitted with 5.90-15. The thought of cross plies appealed to me; all those 
advantages, particularly light steering with little to lose. I mean I will never wear 
the tyres out and I don’t drive quickly these days. Beyond that they are after all 
the “proper” tyre and are the right size. I mean radials are all very good but they 
tend to be too short or too wide. 
 
  Suitably inspired I contacted Antique Tyres in Melbourne to see what they 
could offer. 5.50-15 Excelsior Vintage Racing looked good but they don’t stock 
them anymore. They also stock an Excelsior 5.50-15  for about $200 but they  
are a bit suspect and weren’t around back in the 50’s. Fortunately they do stock  
5.90-15 Dunlop RS5’s just like they fitted in the good old days. For those who 
like the “California Look” Goodrich produce a  5.90-15  Silvertown with a 2 inch 
whitewall. 
 
  At this point things got interesting. The Dunlop came in at a mere $400-440 
each and the Goodrich strangely enough is a considerably less at $269. I am 
thinking “This could be an expensive exercise”. My Michelin XAS 165R15’s 
were bought five years ago for $130 each. I am told that they are now $400+ 
each on special order! 
 
  Ultimately I came to realise that all 
those common Dunlops / Olympics / 
Goodyears from the 50’s are either 
not made or, if they are, they’re damn 
expensive. Even the XAS’s which 
were commonplace on VeeDubs are 
expensive.  I have postponed my re-
search. I am heading for England in 
May. I have been reliably informed  
that on the edge of Sherwood Forest 
is an old garage and hanging in the 
rafters is a set of  new old stock 5.50-
15 Avon Turbospeed cross plies. Now 
there’s a tyre for you. 
 
Terry Hicks 

Dunlop R55 
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After a number of occasions when I forgot to cancel the indicators after overtak-
ing or setting off, I decided to try and improve the daylight visibility and audibility 
of the trafficator, set into the speedo of the TR250.  
 
A high brightness white light LED should solve the comparatively dim glow from 
the standard filament bulb, and a 12Voltpiezo sounder/bleeper should improve 
on the 'click'  from the bi-metallic flasher unit.  
 
In use, either side of the trafficator bulb is connected alternatively to a 1-2 volt 
supply, depending whether a left or right turn signal is initiated; this is not good 
for polarity conscious items like the LED or sounder. Whilst they will bleep and 
flash quite happily on (say) a right turn, they will emit smoke on the next left 
turn... clearly not desirable. Whereas the simple filament bulb does not mind 
which side it receives its 12 volts, some means of rectifying the supply is clearly 
going to be needed. 
 
The solution came in the shape of a 
small bridge rectifier, which could be 
mounted directly to the back of the 
chosen piezo sounder, along with the 
hi-brightness LED and its associated 
current limiting resistor. This was in-
stalled into a short piece of rubber fuel 
tubing with a little 'hot melt' glue and 
the complete assembly covered with a 
piece of adhesive lined heat shrink 
sleeving. This has the added ad-
vantage that the completed unit is then 
a perfect friction fit into the lamp 
mounting tube of the speedo. I crushed 
the glass from the old filament bulb 
and soldered the supply wires to that to 
make for a quick and easy installation, 
although it could of course be 
'hardwired' into the existing bulb holder 
wiring if desired. 
 
For those of you wishing to make one 
up, the bleeper is orientated so that its 
positive(+) terminal connects to the 
bridge rectifier+, with the supply wires 
from the bulb holder going to the 
bridge rectifier terminals marked --. 
The LED has a 560 Ohm resistor be-
tween the anode and the rectifier + 
also, with the other leg (cathode) going 

Improved Trafficator 0peration 
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to the rectifier negative (-)terminal. Anode and cathode of the LED can be easi-
ly determined...the cathode 'leg' goes to the larger 'cup’ to be seen inside the 
LED.  
 
Parts list: 
LED 1648991 (Farnell) 
Bridge rectifier 170-0193 (Farnell) 
12Volt Piezo sounder 295-9308 (RS Components) 
560 Ohm resistor 93+0726 (Farnell) 
Heat shrink sleeving 157-3824 (RS Components) 
Piece of rubber pipe 
As some of the parts need to be bought in multiples, I could supply a kit of parts 
for anyone interested in making one up. Alternatively they could be supplied 
ready made for anyone not too keen on soldering. 
See it working here:  
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=101814E487D1A338 
jetstuff@dsl.pipex.com  
 

John Wells 

 
Reprinted with kind permission from TRAction UK 
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